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In 1869 he was chosen president of Harvard
University. Under his administration the
work of the university was completely re-
organized and its scope greatly broadened.
He retired in 1909. Doctor Eliot is recog-
nized as one of the leading authorities on
higher education in the United States, and
he is widely known as a speaker and writer
on educational subjects. He is the author
of Compendious Manual of Qualitative
Chemical Analysis, The Working of the
American Democracy, American Contribu-
tions to CivJUzati'o-n and Oilier Essays, Uni-
versity Administration and of many essays
and addresses. Late in his career he chose
the texts for a standard library, which
were published as the "Five-foot shelf of
hooks," or "The Harvard Classics." See
harvard uktvku.sity.
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ELIOT, george (1819-1880), the pen
name of Mary Ann (or, as she preferred to
write the name in later years, Marian)
Evans, one of the greatest of English novel-
ists. She was the daughter of a Warwick-
shire land agent and
surveyor and was born
at Arbury. She re-
ceived an excellent edu-
cation and, although
obliged by her mother's
death to take charge of f^tl
the home at sixteen, she^ VJ
managed to keep up her^f
studies, so that by the
age of twenty-one she
had a large, if decided-
ly unsystematic, fund
of knowledge. The re-
moval of her family to
Coventry in 1840 led to her acquaintance
with a number of freethinkers, under whose
influence she became an agnostic* Her first
literary work was a translation of Strauss's
Ufe of Ohristy published in 1846.
In 1849, on the death of her father, she
went to the Continent and spent some
months at Geneva. On her return to Eng-
land she became assistant editor of the West-
minster M$viewy a position which was of
great Importance to her, because it led to ac-
quaintance with, raa&y of the foremost men
of the <3ay» Among" these was one who was
destined to have most influence on her life,
George Henry Lewes. Miss Evans and
Lewes could not marry, m Lowes had a wife
still living, from whom be cotd4 not secure
 a divorce; but they both reg-arded their
union, which lasted until the death of Lewes,
as possessed of all the force of a legal mar-
riage. It was through the influence of Lewes
that George Eliot made her first attempt at
fiction, The Sad Fortunes of the Reverend
Amos Barton, which appeared in JBlack-
wood's Magazine in 1857. This was fol-
lowed by Mr. Gilfil's Love Story and Janet's
Repentance, and these were afterwards re-
published as Scenes of Clerical Life. The
stories were enthusiastically received, and the
praise of the unknown writer was increased
on the publication of Adam Bede. The Hill
on the Floss, with its portrayal, in Maggie
Tulliver, of George Eliot's own youthful
personality, and Silas Marner followed, and
then she turned from her pictures of middle
class English farm life to prepare for the
writing of a historical novel, the scene of
which should be laid in Italy. The result
was Romola, her most ambitious, if not in
all ways her most successful, work. In her
remaining novels, Felix Holt, Middlemarch
and Darnel Deronda, her scenes are again
laid in England. A long poem, The Span-
ish Gypsy, added little to the fame of its
author. Mr. Lewes died in 1878, and George
Eliot, although her grief was extreme, was
married in 1880 to John Walter Cross, She
lived only six months after her marriage.
ELIOT, john (1604-1690), "the apostle
to the Indians/' was born in England and
graduated at Cambridge University. In
1631 he removed to Boston and the follow-
ing year connected himself with a church
at Eoxbury, Mass., and kept up the con-
nection until a short time before his death.
He learned the language of the Indians and
devoted himself to improving their condi-
tion. He translated the Bible into the In-
dian tongue, published an Indian grammar
and with others made the Bay Psalm Book,
an English metrical version of the Psalms,
the first book printed in New England. At
South Natick and at Newton are monuments
to Eliot's memory.
ELI'SHA, a Hebrew prophet, the disciple
and successor of Elijah (II Kings, II, 9,
XIII, 21). Many miracles of prediction
and cure, and even of raising the dead, are
ascribed to him, but his figure is less original
and heroic than that of his master. He held
the office of prophet for fully sixty-five
years, from the reign of Ahaziah to that of
Joash.

